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TO A UC TION 



Johnson Slams Character 
J of Prime Witness 

By DON HUGHES 
; and JOHN MCMILLAN 
: Star prosecution witness 
Pershing 0. Gervais once 
offered during a 1972 
; meeting of attorneys to 
testify in favor of the high- 
est bidder in the bribery 
trial of Disl Atty, Jim Gar* 
risen and others, an at- 
torney testified Friday in 
Federal District Court 
here. 

Guy. Johnson, faking 
* the stand on the final 
: day of testimony in the 
trial which began Aug. 
20, said that during a 
meeting prior to Septem- 
ber of 1972 in the of- 
fice of attorney Russell 
Schonekas, Gervais said 
he “would follow any 
$ c r i p i” depending on 
who paid him to testify 
in his behalf* 

Gervais, the 53-year-otd 
former chief Investigator 
for Garrison, was the gov- 
ernmenCs top witness in its 
pinball bribery conspiracy 
case in Judge Herbert 
■ W. Chris ten berry’s court 
against Garrison; John 
Aruns Gallery, a former 
partner in New Orleans 
Novelty Co.; and Robert 
Eugene Nims, owner of. 
REN Enterprises. 

I With the conclusion of teali- 
mony Friday, the only remain- 
ing action before the case goes 
to the nine-man, three-woman 
jury is final arguments by both 
sides and Judge Christenberry's 
charge to the jury. Final state* 
meats begin at 10 mm. Monday. 


Schonekas, who took the stand 
himself, faced a possible con- 
tempt of court charge for refus- 
ing to testify and was only 
saved from it when Garrison 
and U.S. Atty. Gerald J. Gall 
inghouse agreed not to question 
him. 

Schonekas cited his attorney-; 
client relationship with Gervais 
as grounds for not testifying but 
Judge Christenberry said that 
argument was invalid* 

* Gervais testified Schonekas 
was hired for him by Garrison 
after Gervais returned from 
Canada disenchanted with the 
federal government* 

MADE OVERTURES 
Gervais — who went to Cana- 
da to avoid reaction to his par- 
ticipation in the case as an un- 
dercover investigator for the 
government — said Schonekas 
"made overtures’* to defense 
lawyers at the meeting to have 
Cont* In Sec* , Page 12, Col. 1 
ihem pay him and Gervais 
$$ 0 , 000 * 

This would give the defense 
lawyers the right, Gervais said, 
'Jo write their own script." 
^During bis second day on the 
witness stand Thursday, Ger- 
yais said Johnson, a former Or- 
leans Parish assistant DA, of- 
fered him $10,000 at that 1972 
meeting for the tape recordings 
which he made while discussing^ 
witli government agents the 
making of a case against Garri-i 
son and others. 

33emis said Johnson made 
$10,000 offer in the name of 
Virgil Wheeler, attorney for Cal- 
ler y. 

^However, Johnson’s testimo- 
ny Friday about that meeting 
directly conflicted with Ger- 
yais 1 account. Jobnson said no 
one offered Gervais any men* 
gy for the tapes, and that it j 


ivas Gervais himself who said 
lie had some tapes he wanted ; 

to sell. 

t Johnson said Gervais played: 
“a selection of tapes" at the 
meeting, claiming that he had 
others that would clear all de- 
fendants in the case. 

"Gervais also ''named the two 
most prosperous of the defend- 
ants," Johnson continued, and 
suggested that they should be 
able to pul up $50,000 each to 
buy his favorable testimony. 
JJDANCE FOR ANYBODY’ 
^He would dance for anybody 
who paid," Johnson said of Ger- 
vais. "He was anybody’s wit- 
ness who paid," he commented, | 
adding tha* Norborn Perry, then; 
head of the Intelligence Division; 
of. the Internal Revenue Service 
here, was seated nearby in an 
outer office during that meet- 
ing. 

-Further hammering at Ger- 
vais’ character, Johnson testi- 
fied that at that same meeting 
Gervais had asked him to col- 
lect $200 a head from every per- 
son attending. No one paid, he 
sdid. 

-;ia reply to a question from 
Garrison, who is del ending 
Mmself In the trial, Johnson 
said Garrison never asked 
him to bribe Gervais for fa- 
vorable testimony, and no one 
at the 1&72 meeting had of- 
fered Gervais any money* 

^He (Gervais) was the only 
one who talked money,” said 
Johnson. 

Gervais said at that gathering 
| the government "had run out on 
;:him completely," Johnson said 
| under cross-examination by Ml 
jchael J. Ellis, assistant U.S* 
(attorney, and that be would 
! clear everyone in the case for 
the right amount of money. 

'SELLING HIS SOUL* 

"In other words, he was sell- 
ing his soul for a price?" asked 
Ellis. 



! SI I don’t care to discuss Mr. I 
Gervais’ soul," Johnson re- 
plied. 

The witness quoted Schone- 
kas as asking Gervais at l he 
time, "My God, how can you 
do something like this? I low 
can you perjure yourself?” 

"I don’t believe in God," be 
quoted Gervais as answering* 
Gervais then pointed upward, 
Johnson added, abd said: 

■ ■ you, God* If you’re up 
there* strike me dead." 

Johnson said tapes played 
there by Gervais were not 
played in court, citing there 
was one he played with a con- 
versation between himself and 
John Wall, then chief of the Or- 
ganized Crime Strike Force in 
New Orleans. 

FIN AL BLOW 

Adding a final blow to Ger- 
vais 1 character before being 
questioned by Wheeler, Johnson 
said he had known Gervais for 
25 years and that he has never 
and docs not now trust him. 

Johnson denied he had offered 
Gervais any money in Wheeler’s 
name or that he had ever dis- 
cussed money with Wheeler in 
connection wiih this case* 
Wheeler asked what he had 
once told Johnson in regards to 
having to deal with Gervais* 

“Something profane," John- 
son replied. 

The three defendants are 
charged with conspiring to ob- 
struct justice by means of pay- 
ing or accepting bribes to pro- 
tect illegal pinball gambling in 
New Orleans. 

They were arrested on June 
30 ( 1971 — along with seven oth- 
ers — all of whom have either 
pleaded guilty or had their cas- 
es severed from the current 
trial. 

OTHERS IN CASE 1 
The others include two former 
police officers, Frederick Soule 
Sr. and Robert Frey; Lawrence 
Lagarde Sr and John Elms Jr., 
both partners in TAG Amuse- 


p* 

merit Co.; Louis Boasberg and 
Hafby Marks Jr., both of New 
Orleans Novelty Co., and John 
Elmo Pierce* owner of Pierce 
Amusement Co. 

Following Johnson's testimony 
Friday morning, Schonekas, a 
former unsuccessful candidate 
for DA in Jefferson Parish, was 
called. 

Schonekas, called as a wit- 
ness by Garrison, said upon 
taking the stand, “I refuse to 
testify under the attorney-cli- 
ent relationship.” He said his 
oath as zh attorney would not 
permit his testifying* 

Schonekas said immediately 
upon learning that Gervais had 
made statements about him 
Thursday, he contacted Judge 
Christenberry* 

He said he then asked G all- 
singhouse to set up a meeting 
[with Gervais in order for him to 
ask Gervais to waive his attor- 
ney-client privilege* 

Schonekas said he asked Ga!I- ( 
inghouse be present at the 
meeting and also that Floyd D. 

. Moore, chief of the IRS intelli- 
gence division, be present be- 
cause Gervais "always said Mr* 
Moore was the only person he 
ever trusted, 11 ; 

NO WAIVING I 

The meeting was arranged! 
Thursday evening. Schonekas; 
said: “I asked Mr. Gervais if; 
he wanted the attorney-client' 
privileges waived and he said! 
W 11 . J 

. ' Gallinghousc argued the at- 
toruey*cIJeut situation was not 
enforceable where statements 
were made before third par- 
ties and did not concern pri- 
i vate conversations and ar- 
rangements between a lawyer 
and the person he represents, 
Wheeler objected to Galling- 
| house’s argumment, saying that 
lit is not what the U.$. attorney 
■said during a conference in the 
judge's chambers* 

Gallinghotise, who showed 
amusement at Wheeler’s re- 
mark, said he would be pleased 
to have the judge state what his 
position was during the confer- 
’cnee "because Mr, Wheeler 


can't seem to understand the] 
English language,” 

Wheeler withdrew his objec- 
tion* 

Schonekas was once again 
asked to relate what occurred 
during the meeting in question 
and he said: *T am not going to 
risk my license” by testifying. 

He said Gervais would take 
him before the ethics committee 
of the Slate Bar Association if 
he violated the attorney-client 
privilege. 

Judge Chris Eenberry told 
him, “I can’t see how any j 
reasonable body of men could . 
revoke your license for abid- 
j ing by an order of the court, ; 

! This | meeting | wasn 't ju st in 1 

\ the presence of your client. 

"It was in the presence of 
third parties and the privilege 
was lost,” 

NO PRIVILEGE 3 

The judge said, "No one can 
ask about your fee, or what you 
told him or he told you, but 
privilege does not exist in front 
of third parties,” 

Schonekas replied. "With all! 

| due respect to your honor, I re- 
fuse to testify on the grounds of 
my attorney-client privilege.” 

Judge Christenberry said, “I 
! dislike very much to order you 
jto testify. We’ve been friends a 
ilcng time, but I’m afraid I'm 
| afraid I’m going to have to.” 

I But the judge said that be- 
i fore he did, he thought Scho- ; 

I nekas should reconsider his i 
\ position during a short recess. * 
1 Following the recess both de- 
fense and prosecution attorneys 
said they had decided not to 
question Schonekas, and Judgej 
Christenberry said, "I think! 
that will be a happy conclusion 
to an unpleasant situation.” 

However, Gallinghouso was 
permitted one question, . and it 
was brought out that Schonekas 
was on the payroll of the dis- 
trict attorney at |SOO a month to 
give advice on federal writs. 

Following testimony Friday 
and after the jury looked at evi- 
dence presented by the defense, 
Garrison and attorneys for the 
other defendants made the 
standard motions for verdicts of 
acquittal, - 

The judge denied the motions 
ion the grounds "that there is 
j sufficient evidence to go to the 

jury/* 

j That is what the case will do 


| after both the defense and pros- 
ecution attorneys make final ar- 
guments Monday and the judge 
cargos ihe jury with its obliga- 
tions and gives it the law to 
apply in considering the evi- 
dence presented. 


